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Greetings from the frigid tundra, 

This Saturday 1/20/18, the temperature is going to be 50 degrees warmer than Tuesday 

1/16/18. If you have not considered sailing, perhaps you should. The lake is quite 

enjoyable whilst being the only boat on the water; I encourage all to make it out.  

We have a busy month of meetings, trying to get all the club events organized. Please 

help out your fellow members with hosting events (picking up food, cleaning up, 

collecting money, decorating, bartending, cooking). With our active fleet count down to 

around 5 fleets, we really need to pull together and organize some committees. We are 

in need of committees for: Awards Party and Christmas Party. The reason we need 

committees for these two events is really to cement the traditions and make sure that 

we are consistent with years prior. We receive a lot of complaints when we change 

anything from the past. So if you are interested in being part of theses committees, 

please contact the Activities Captain or Commodore. Please get in touch with your 

fleets to help host the following: 

  Catalina Brunches & Turkey Fry, Sunfish Cheeseburger in Paradise, MC Fleet- 4th 

 of July, Crawfish Boil, Chili Cook Off, MC Regional Regatta 

Fleets Missing in Action:  

 Flying Scot, Dirty bottom, Keelboat Racing/ Cruising, Centerboard Handicap 

 If you feel like you are missing out on helping with the club, give me a shout or shoot 

me a message and I will find a good fit for you. 

Fleet Captain’s Meeting 2/1 at Schusterman Library, 6 p.m. 

Awards Party 2/24 @ LaFortune Community Center 6pm 

3/17 for a Saint Patrick’s Day Regatta 

 Chili Cook Off 4/7 4pm 

Commodore Ziegler 





Yes, the weather outside really is frightful; but take heart that the temperature will rise, the 
trees will bud, the birds will nest, and Windycrest racing will begin again.  So start daydreaming 
of clean bottoms, tuned rigging, and the new Racing Rules of Sailing 2017-20.   

 

To prime the 2018 racing season, our first event will be a meeting of everyone interested in 
this year’s club racing, both seasoned racers and rookies.  The meeting will be February 1 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Schusterman-Benson Library at 32nd Place and Harvard Ave.  It will be an 
open forum on how our racing will be conducted this year. Everyone is encouraged to 
contribute ideas, complaints, recommendations, as well as general thoughts about 
encouraging participation. Welcome also are your thoughts on: 

  Handicapping/scoring, sailing instructions and needed revisions, composition of the 
 racing  fleets, PRO recruiting/race management, racing schedules, and anything else 
 that seems important 

Please be there with your good ideas or just come to listen. 

Then in later February, we will reprise the popular and successful Windycrest Sailing and 
Racing Seminars. Three weekly seminars will cover many important aspects of sailboat racing 
for both seasoned racers and newbies.  There will be useful instructions on the new Racing 
Rules of Sailing and sportsmanship; tactics and strategy; reading and reacting to the wind; 
proper race management; boat handling and boat preparation; and boat/equipment 
maintenance.  And especially for new and new-ish racers: How to Really Enjoy Sailboat 
Racing Without Being Frightened or Intimidated.  The exact dates and place will be announced 
shortly, so watch your in-box.  These seminars were always fun and very useful, and we plan 
to continue the tradition this year. 

 

So stay warm and healthy, drink plenty of liquids, take your vitamins, and get ready to race in 
only a couple of months. 

 

David Hyman 

Fleet Captain 

Fleet Captain’s Report 

January 2018 



We know you don’t. BUT, let’s talk about it. We’ve found racing sailboats is one of 
those things that can be slightly controversial. Odd as it sounds there are some sailors 
who not only don’t like to race in a sailboat, they resent it – it bothers them. “Why 
would I ever want to sail around a triangle, stressing out, trying to go a half knot faster 
than someone else who is also white-knuckled and experiencing a bunch of his own 
stress? I want to relax when I sail – that’s why I sail!” Yes, we get it. You left out the 
part about intentionally trying to cut each other off and scream at one another. 

It’s true that yacht racing allows for this type of behavior and the goal is definitely trying 
to get that small edge on your competitors, but put that aside for a minute and be open 
to a different view on why participating in some races might be a great thing to do. 

First, forget about that whole white-knuckle stress thing…it doesn’t have to be that 
way, even if that is a perception. What about this – get some friends together and 
announce that soon you are interested is losing your first yacht race and that you need 
their help to ensure you do. Have fun preparing for your imminent loss. Let the crew 
know that you will be rounding the weather mark and you fully expect them to botch 
the spinnaker set and will be upset if they don’t. Enjoy the experience. Laugh.  
However, during this horrible first outing on the race course, you will notice that by 
virtue of being forced to make many turns, set sails often and attempt to sail 
consciously and well – there is an enormous and accelerated learning experience 
happening.  Cont’d 

I Don’t Want to Race! 

 

https://asa.com/news/2015/11/19/i-dont-want-to-race/


“I didn’t have a great interest in racing when I first started,” said ASA instructor Nik 
Vale who has raced thousands of miles all over the West Coast. “It was an opportunity 
to get out on the water in a consistent way. I didn’t have a boat, but I liked to sail – lots 
of people need crew so I was able to sail every weekend because of racing. During 
that time, I learned an enormous amount and, in the process, got hooked.” 

Not everyone who races is driven by a competitive nature – many just have fun getting 
together with friends as they learn more about sailing. It’s also cool to enjoy the 
teamwork aspect of the sport – win or lose. But perhaps most relevant is the idea that 
racing is a mandated excuse to get out on the water, keep the boat up to snuff (if 
you’re the owner) and get experience on the fast track. 

Many a non-racer has, through a drunken promise at a yacht club or some other 
circumstance, found themselves competing in a race and finding that it’s actually not 
what they thought – that it is still, in many ways, a relaxing and enjoyable day on the 
water. 

One last thing to consider is about the offered events in your given location. For those 
looking to start out easy, explore the variety of races that are out there and pick one 
that’s more suitable for the novice breed. Some places actually have races designed 
for first timers, but short of that, ask around and enter one that’s not overly serious. 

We say, give it a shot – don’t compete for a trophy, compete for who has the most fun 
on the boat. If you try that, you just might find the odd race here and there is a cool 
way to spend the day and get some good learning in. By the way, there’s no way to 
prove that ‘who has the most fun’ thing, so you’re bound to come out ahead! 

Article Courtesy of American Sailing Assoc. and Pat Reynolds 

WWW.ASA.COM 





From the Treasurer 

 

Dues and fees are due on or before February 1st, late charges will be applied if your 
postmark is after February 15th.   Please be sure to sign your renewal form and include your 
full payment.  Postmark dates control and remember that using a bank “bill pay” service may 
take up to 10 days for us to receive payment, we must have your signed renewal form and full 
payment to process your renewal. 

 

Thanks to the 55 members who have completed their renewal as of January 12th.  Only 169 to 
go. 

 

Please mail your renewal as soon as possible to help the Board of Governors plan for the 
upcoming sailing season.  If you haven’t received your renewal form, please contact me at 
tomprocpa@aol.com. 

 

Tom Proctor 
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Call Meeting to order: Drew Ziegler (Commodore), Bryan Wutzke (Vice 
Commodore), Jason Williams (Rear Comodore), David Hyman (Fleet 
Captain), Cathy Casad-Absent (Secretary), Tom Proctor (Treasurer), 
Victor Wandres (Activities Chairman) and IV McNamara (Past 
Commodore)  

Guests present:   

John Eccles applied for membership. Motion was made and approved. 

Secretary comments:   

The previous month’s minutes were approved.  
Windword editor comments:  Windword deadline is Sunday, January 14.  
Treasurer report: 

Tom Proctor distributed the financial report. The 2018 budget was 
discussed and approved. A discussion occurred about adding $10,000 to 
the club reserve and it was approved.  

Vice Commodore report: 

Bryan Wutzke no report.  

Facility Manager report: 

RC boat needs new floor cover. Volunteers needed to replace floor 
covering. 

Activities Captain report:  

Victor Wandres reported the Awards Ceremony will be held on February 
24

th
 at 6pm. Food and Drinks will be provided. (Soft drinks, Beer and 

Wine) 

Fleet Captain report: 

David Hyman reported sign up for PRO is underway. 

Rear Commodore report: 

Jason Williams reported class plans are underway.  
Planning week long camp for kids 
Weeknight activities for adults 

Commodore report: 

Drew Ziegler no report:  

Meeting was adjourned 8:45 p.m.  The next meeting will be on February 5, 

2018, at the Case Community Center at 6:30 p.m. 

Respectfully yours, 
Cathy Casad 
Windycrest Secretary 




